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ANYSAW FLYING

OFFICIALTO

MAKE REPORT
NorthernTasmania'sflying sau-

cer mysterydeepenedyesterdaywhen
a CivilAviationofficialstatedthat he

was makinga reporton the matterto
his head officein Melbourne.

THE
official,

Mr. C. R.
Strickland.Launces-

ton airportmanager,said
a Canberrajet bomber
flew over seven miles up
at the sametime,but he
thoughtit unlikelyit
wouldbe seen.

Meanwhile,"The Ex-
aminer" office became

"Flying Saucer Control."
Scores of messageswere
receivedfrom people in
all walks of life confirm-

ing they had eitherseen
or heard a mysterious ob-

ject streakingthroughthesky.

All said they noticed

the incidentbetween11
a.m. and noon on Satur-

day.
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A numbersaid they

object before.

The object was first

seenby Mr. H. C. Bean,

Perth,about11.20a.m. on
Saturday.He described

it as big and rounr,sil-
ver in colourand slightly

resemblinga full moon.

Very Fast
Mr. C. J. Shepherd,

welder,North St., Laun-
ceston,saidhe alsosaw a
brightobjectin the sky.
"It was travelling very
fast and at a greatalti-

tude,"he said.
He said he had seen

it beforeat Perth.

Mr. C. Tyson, engineer

BasinRd., said that on
Saturday he was in his
gardenwhen he heard a

"roar,a hundredtimes
greater than any jet air
craft, and travelling so
fast it was impossible to
pick out the objectin
the clearblue sky."

He paid little attention

to his
experience

untilhe
read the flyingsaucerre-
port in "The Examiner."

Not a Jet
"I havebeenin the air
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force and know quite a
bit aboutjet engines, and
I know that aircraft are
producedabout which we

know nothing.But this
noisewas nothinglike a
jet and whatever it was
seemed to have consider-

ably more powerthan a
jet engine,"said Mr. Ty-
son.

Mr. John Smith,tally
clerk, Holyman'sWharf,
said he heard an un-
usual sound while play-

ing golf at KingsMead
ows. Eleven other golfers
heard the noise as well.

He said he heardthe
noise about 11.30 on
Saturday morning and
the object was travel-

ling north.

The noise was nothing

likea jet engine,he said.

Mr. W. Kerrison, butch-
er, Kings Meadowssaid
he saw a silverobject
pass over the Western
Tiers between 11 and
noon on Saturday. It was
travellingsouth.

SketchedObject
Mr. K. L. Littlejohn,

Launcestonsalesman who
lives at Perth, brought
to "FlyingSaucerCon-
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trol"a sketchof the ob-
ject he had seen (above

right), and a written re-
port.

He was convincedthat
he had seen a radio-con-

trolled rocket.
He saw the object

through a pair of binocu-

Mr. C. Tyson.
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Mr. K. L.
Littlejohn

and his sketch,

lars at 11.20 a.m. from

his home.

A Civil Aviation De-
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partment official reported

that a Canberrajet
bomber flying seven
miles up on navigational

exercises flew in the
Launcestonarea about
11.15 a.m. on Saturday.

He said that for some
time Canberrashad
been on navigational

high altitude exercises

using Launcestonas a
turningpoint.
However,Mr. Strick-

land, the airportmana-
ger, said he was keeping

an open mind on the
subject.

While he doubted

whether anybody could
see a Canberraflying
aboutsevenmilesup, he
thought it was possible

they couldtrackthe air
craftby its vapourtrail.

OfficialReport
He was

receiving
a re-

port and sketchfrom Mr.

Bean regarding his flying
saucer experience at

Perth and these would be
sent to the Civil Aviation

headquarters in Mel-

bourne,said Mr. Strick-
land.

He was also checking
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what Hobart-direct com-
mercial aircraft were

flying over Launceston
between11 and noon on

Saturday morning.

"I would be grateful

for other reportsand
sketches, as it all helps
us to sort out the mat-
ter,"he added.

Not a Balloon

A Hobart WeatherBur-
eau spokesman said there
was no meteorological ex-

planationfor the pheno-
menon.

It couldnot have been
a weatherballoonbe-
cause these were releas-

ed at 2 a.m.,8 a.m.2
p.m. and 8 p.m. from
Western Junction daily.

The balloons gained

heightrapidlyand would
have been well out of
sightby 11.20a.m.

It couldnot have been
the balloon from Hobart
airport because this was
released dailyat 2 p.m.

Flyingsaucer,jet air
craft, radio - controlled

rocket—which is it?
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AN OBSERVERSKETCHEDTHIS..
flyingsauceras it was

interpreted

froma sketchby Mr.
K. L. Littlejohn,Perth.Mr. Littlejohnwas convinced

that what he saw was a
radio-controlled

rocket.

WAS IT THIS...?
A CANBERRAjet bomberin flight.One was in the

vicinityat the time the objectwas seen.
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